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; EDITORIAL 


Men Need The Bread Of Life 
Are They Getting 


A Stone Or A Serpent? 


In some areas there iS ample evidence that 
Protestantism is losing ground to Roman Cathol- 
icism. While it is probably true that many Catholics 
become Protestants without fanfare, there is often 
considerable publicity given those who leave the 
Protestant Church for the Catholic. Nevertheless, 
the increasing influence of the Roman Catholic 
Church is a matter of serious concern. 


It is because of this defection to Catholicism on 
the part of members of the Anglican Church that 
the Church of England has, in recent weeks, so 
vigorously denounced the Catholic Church for prose- 
lyting. 


But, these things do not just happen. There is a 
reason, — probably a number of reasons, and it 1s 
about the underlying cause of many of these defec- 
tions that we write. 


First of all, the Catholic Church will proselyte 
whenever and wherever it can. We should have no 
illusions on that score. Also, where it can, a vigorous 
Protestantism will do all in its power to win men 
and women to the evangelical faith. 


Therefore, our problem is not one of an aggres- 
sive program on the part of Catholics calculated to 
win our men to their cause. Rather our problem is 
that within the Protestant Church there has been 
prepared a soil rich for exploitation. There is being 
created, by many outstanding Protestant leaders, a 
spiritual vacuum which constitutes an invitation to 
trouble. When men have a spiritual hunger, and 
that hunger is not met by those from whom they 


PAGE 2 


have the right to expect bread, then they will turn 
elsewhere, and that is the situation today, althouch 
many most vocal in the Protestant movement will 
deny it. 


Just before Christmas one of our national mayi- 
zines carried an article by Bishop Sheen on the 
Christchild. When we read it we wished that some 
Protestant might have given an equally forceful 
statement on the true meaning of Christmas. 


The January 20th issue of the Christian Century 
carries a rather lengthy article tearing Bishop 
Sheen’s story to pieces, and the tragic thing is that 
the main criticisms are directed at the historic facts 
of Christianity rather than at Catholic dogma. 


This writer in the Christian Century, speaking 
no doubt for a rather large segment of liberal 
Protestant theologians demonstrates just why some 
Protestants, fed only with the doubts, denials and 
fuzzy thinging of some to whom they look for 
spiritual food, turn from this hodge-podge of ration- 
alistic philosophy to a man, and a Church, which 
speaks with a faith and an authority. 


Not for one minute do we yield to Catholic dog- 
na. We see in the Roman Catholic Church a mon- 
strous imposition of man-made dogmas and ecclesi- 
astic policies on a people in the name of Christianity. 
We deplore the intrigue, the persecution (as in 
Columbia), and he political maneuvering of an or- 
ganization in the name of Christ and of the Church. 
We revolt from the assumptions and the theological 
deviations of Cacnolicism. 

But, within the body of Catholic preaching and 
teaching is to be found the great redemptive message 
of the Son of God and the Cross of Calvary. A man 
who believes these things is a Christian and he is 
my brother in Christ, although he may be misguided 
and terribly confused on a great many other matters. 

This critic of Bishop Sheen’s article challenges 


the Bishop because he said that Christ came in ful- 
fillment of Old Testament prophecy. He further 
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decries “ersatz history” and shows his contempt for 
the Scriptural record by saying that the “author of 
Matthew probably altered the text of Mark,” to 
make it conform to his idea of fulfilled prophecy, 
and then goes on to say: “With this sort of difficulty 
present in the New Testament record itself (i. e.— 
that it is not true. Ed.), we can no longer refer to 


prophecies fulfilled to the smallest detail.” He fur- 


ther states: ““Also, many New Testament critics— 
perhaps correctly, perhaps not—deny that Jesus in 
fact claimed to be the Son of God.” 


Later in the article the writer says: ‘“The contro- 
versy over the virgin birth is old-hat now and I 
hesitate to stir it up again.” But, he leaves no doubt 
that he is a teacher devoted to the rationalistic con- 
ception of the Christian faith. 


The “difficulty” which we find above is that of a 
rejection of the Scriptural record with its attendant 
floundering in the morass of human speculation. 
Little wonder that conviction is lacking; that hun- 
gry hearts discern in this attitude an emptiness, a 
lack in spiritual content, which neither satisfies nor 
converts. Where faith is engendered it is based on 
the wisdom of man and not on the transforming 
conviction from a “Thus saith the Lord.” 


All of which leads to this final observation. Just 
to what degree spiritually hungry men, those with 
hearts searching for the truth, find themselves con- 
fronted with a “Christian” philosophy which denies 
the Scriptures and substitutes for the simplicity of 
the gospel message the involved and totally un- 
satisfying products of human reasoning, just to that 
degree will men turn to a man or a Church which 
has convictions and which makes affirmations about 
those convictions. 


Where Protestantism is losing ground today is at 
the point of a leadership which has compromised 
its own faith, denied the source and the authority 
of its divine revelation, and substituted for the whole 
a man-made religion which is not Christianity. 


‘These are frank words but they need to be spoken. 
For too long Protestantism has been willing to com- 
promise with those who have themselves either de- 
parted from, or never shared in, those distinctive 
beliefs which are a part of our faith and heritage. 
Now this compromise has involved inclusion in its 
leadership, particularly in the influential field of 
teaching, those who question or deny practically 
every cardinal doctrine of the Christian faith. 


We believe in tolerance, where tolerance should 
be granted. We believe in a Christian love which is 


broad enough to recognize those who see Christian 
truth in its multiplied aspects in ways we cannot 
understand. We admit that no one man, or even a 
group of men, have a monopoly on interpretation of 
truth. But, in recent years, Protestantism has been 
weakened by its refusal to face its own internal 
problems. While we have slept trinitarianism has 
been supplanted by a unitarianism which demands 
recognition and ecclesiastical position and power. 
Beginning as a trickle in the dam, the declension 
from the historic Protestant faith has become a 
torrent. Starting as an idea to be toyed with, un- 
belief has grown to be a Frankenstein monster which 
is sapping the testimony of the Church of Jesus 
Christ. Enamoured by a vision of a great ecclesi- 
astical organization Protestantism is in grave dan- 
yer of losing the one thing which counts, the con- 
tent of the Christian faith and message itself. 


We do not question the seriousness of the issue 
presented by a militant Catholicism. It is here and 
we have tq face it. But, it will never be met by 
denial of Christian truth as presented in the Scrip- 
tures. 


Men are Spiritually hungry, and, if they are not 
fed where they have every right to expect to be fed, 
they will turn elsewhere where they think they find 
convictions and authority. 


Protestantism had its inception in the Bible and 
it has prospered down through the centuries as it 
has centered its message and its life in the Book. 
It will be equally effective if it does the same today. 


—L.N.B. 


Youth And Old Age 
(Some Thoughts From Psalms 71) 


I used to think of this Psalm as the Psalm of Old 
Age, but if you read it, you will find that it stretches 
all the way from our birth to our death. It has much 
to say about “Youth” as well as about “Old Age.” 
If we are to be kept from being “‘put to confusion,” 


or “made ashamed,” either in youth or old age, we 


will have to put our trust in God. He must be our 
hope and stay if we are to be saved from the Follies 


_of Youth or the Fears of Old Age. 


Youth is the period of inexperience. We are apt 
to do many foolish things; not necessarily terrible 
things, although there are many awful crimes being 
done by boys and girls in their teens, but foolish, 
thoughtless things; things that make us ashamed of 
ourselves. | believe that much of this is due to bad 
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companions and bad books. Joseph and Samuel and 
Daniel were kept from the follies of youth, and 
young people today can be kept in the same way. 
“Young men,” said John B. Gough, with the tears 
streaming down his face, ‘‘keep your record clean.”’ 
Only God can “keep our record clean’; put your 
trust in Him. 


Old age is apt to be a time of fear. We feel the 
aches and pains common to this time of life. We 
know that the end is getting near; that our travel- 
ling days will soon be done; our pilgrimage over. 
Who is going to look after us as we grow weaker? 
Uncertainty and insecurity may haunt us. I visit a 
home for old people two or three times a year. I see 
the blind and crippled and feeble folk. The ones in 
this home seem happy and contented. | think most, 
if not all of them, are putting their trust in God. 
He keeps them from confusion. Grow old along 
with God, and you need never be ashamed. 


May God keep us this year from the Follies of 
Youth and the Fears of Old Age. From our birth 
to our death and on through the ages of eternity, 
we can safely put our trust in Him; He is our 
“strong habitation.”’ —J.K.P. 


The Primitive Disciples 
As Witnesses 


_ According to the better reading of Acts 1:8, our 

Lord described His disciples as ‘My Witnesses.” In 
5:32 they describe themselves as witnesses of these 
things concerning Christ as also is the Holy Spirit. 
In bearing witness to Him, we find a great unity of 
life and testimony. The one hundred and twenty 
were all heard speaking the mighty works of God. 
In Jerusalem they all continued in the apostles’ doc- 
trine and when they were scattered abroad they 
went everywhere speaking the word. They shared 
their goods to relieve the needy. Every day and in 
the temple, the apostles ceased not to teach and to 
preach Jesus as the Christ. They spoke with a bold- 
ness that shocked their hearers and in answer to 
their prayer for continued boldness were filled anew 
with the Spirit and testified with even greater vigor. 


This holy boldness came from the gracious pres- 
ence of the Spirit, and He operated by giving them 
great assurance that in their preaching they were 
speaking the Word of God. They were to receive 
and did receive the Spirit promised by the Father. 


Hold Their Attention with 


1:4; 2:33-39. The things concerning Jesus he 
Messiah and Lord and the coming of the Spirit \ re 
in fulfillment of prophecy. 2:16; 2:25; 3:18f; 4 25. 
God was graciously acting according to His c ve- 
nant with the fathers. 3:21f. And the-God \V ho 
was so acting was none other than “the God of wur 
fathers,” the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of 
Jacob. 5:30; 3:13. Consequently, they knew 


they were ‘speaking the Word of the Lord. 4. 29. 


Yea, the Word of God. 4:31; 6:2. 


This outspoken testimony met threats from th \se 
whose acts in crucifying Jesus were rebuked by he 
affirmation that God had reversed their judgment, 
raising Jesus from the dead and exalting Him to 
His own right hand. It likewise met beatings and 
ultimately death. The disciples insisted that they 
must hearken to God and obey Him rather than 
men. 4:19; 5:29. The risen Lord had given them 
commandments through the Holy Spirit and their 
assurance of this initial charge was constantly re- 
inforced by infillings of the Spirit, so that they re- 
joiced that they were counted worthy to suffer dis- 
honour for His Name. 


Stephen, chosen as a deacon. because he was. full 
of faith and of the Holy Spirit, was the first one 
called on to die for his testimony. The Jews were 
not able to withstand the wisdom and the Spirit by 
which He spoke. They set up their status quo, their 
customs, their Temple, as the final work of God. 
They identified the means and institutions with 
God, and so were guilty of a false mediacy. If one 
wishes to borrow a current metaphor he might say 
that the Jews who stoned Stephen were setting up 
their Jerusalem Judaism as an umbrella which hides 
them from the sun—the living God. If one makes 
such a comparison he ought to be very careful that 
he recognize just how Stephen answered them. 
Stephen did not move from a false mediacy to a 
false immediacy. Stephen did not reject the God of 
the Bible in the interest of a god constructed by his 
own mind from what he regarded as the main 
drives or motifs of the Bible. He did not assume 
that he had a private pipe line to heaven giving him 
a unique interpretation of God on the basis of which 
he could reject this and that in the Biblical revela- 
tion of God. 


Read Stephen’s sermon in the seventh of Acts 
and you are impressed by the clarity of his testi- 
mony to the God of the Bible. “The God of glory 
appeared unto our Father Abraham ... there came 


a voice of the Lord, I am the God of thy fathers, 
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the sod of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob... he, 
beir x full of the Holy Spirit looked up stedfastly 
into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God.” That is, for 
Stephen, Jesus is standing at the right hand of the 
God of glory Who appeared unto Abraham, and 
Who spoke to Moses at the burning bush. Stephen 
died a martyr to the living God Who is the God of 
Abraham, the God of Moses, the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. This God is the God of 
such radical love as prays in Christ and in His dis- 
ciple Stephen for one’s murderers, the God Who 
stooped and died in Christ for us rebellious sinners 
—but this God is at the same time the God who 
has appointed a day in which He will judge the 
world in righteousness by that One Whom He has 
appointed and has given assurance thereof in Ste- 
phen’s faith which accords with that of his converted 
persecutor Paul: 


“Tt is God, that said ‘Light shall shine out 
of darkness,’ Gen. 1:3, who shined in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” II Cor. 
4:6. 


Those who are inclined to use their own, or some 
brilliant philosopher of religion’s idea of God by 
which to correct the God revealed in the Bible, and 


_ particularly revealed in the face of Jesus Christ— 


who are so bold as to think their conception of God 
is the sun and that the Bible or our Lord Jesus 
as He is presented in the Gospels is the umbrella— 
may study again the testimony of Stephen, and com- 
pare it with the witness of Professor Hengstenberg. 


_ When Hengstenberg was teaching at Bonn he was 


a very warm and decided rationalist and so brilliant 
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that he had flattering offers of several professor- 
ships. He left in Bonn a strong declaration of his 
rationalistic principles. Shortly thereafter he attend- 
ed a religious service among the Moravians which 
left such an impression on his mind that his confi- 
dence.in his own opinions was shaken. He betook 
himself to the simple study of the Bible, and came 
out a firm and practical believer in the great truths 
of the Bible. Consequently, in one of his first lec- 
tures as Professor of Oriental Languages in Berlin 
he said: “It matters not whether we make a god 
out of stone, or out of our own understanding, it is 
still a false god; there is but one living God, the 
God of the Bible.” —W.C.R. 


Did The Signer Of The 
Auburn Affirmation Believe 


The Word Of GodP 


By Paul D. Hastings 
Reidsville, N. C. 


The Presbyterian Outlook printed an article in 
defense of the signer of the Auburn Affirmation . 
which it requested Dr. Walter L. Lingle to write - 
for them. This article attempts to justify the Affr- 
mation as being a “constitutional protest” against 
the action of the U.S.A. Church’s General Assembly 
declaring five doctrines essential for ordination and © 
good standing in the ministry. The article says in 
effect that the men who signed the Affirmation 
were not protesting the five doctrines but the right 
of the General Assembly to declare these doctrines 
essential doctrines which every man should believe 
in order to be ordained in the Northern Church. 


_ These five doctrines were: the Inspiration of the 


Scriptures, the Virgin Birth, the Atonement, the 
Bodily Resurrection of Christ, and the Miracles of 
Christ. 


Dr. Lingle states in the article: ““Their protests 
were purely on constitutional grounds. About two 
years ago | submitted my interpretation of the Au- 
burn Affirmation to Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin, whom 
I have the privilege of knowing, and asked for his 
comments. He was one of the signers of the Affirma- 
tion. He replied as follows: ‘You are quite correct 
in your statement of the Auburn Affirmation. No 
one in signing the Affirmation said that he did not 
believe in the five doctrines, but that we objected to 


having a particular set of doctrines lifted out of 
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their context and made essential without relation to 
the rest of the Confession. You are quite right in 
saying that our objection was constitutional and not 
doctrinal. | think if you will read the Auburn Affr- 
mation you will see what we were trying to do. 
‘There was no one of us who prepared that Affirma- 
tion who does not accept con amore the Confession 
of Faith as containing the system of doctrine taught 
in the Holy Scriptures and who does not accept the 
Scriptures as the Word of God, the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice’.” 


Here Dr. Lingle uses Dr. Cofhn’s statement to 
prove that he and the others who signed the Auburn 
Affirmation were not attacking these five doctrines 
and that they believed them all. After signing the 
Affirmation Dr. Coffin was elected to the highest 
honor that the Northern Presbyterian Church can 
vive one of its members, Moderator of the General 


Assembly. 


Dr. Coffin has made a number of speeches and 
written articles and books in which he makes state- 
ments about these five doctrines that are certainly 
not in accord with the Westminster Confession of 
Faith and Catechisms. Let’s examine some of them. 
Here is what Dr. Coffin has to say about them: 


An Essential Defined 


“In current discussions a particular interpreta- 
tion of the manner of Christ’s birth, of the meaning 
of His cross, or of the mode of the resurrection, is 
often called ‘essential’ or ‘a fundamental of Chris- 
tianity.’ It is well to notice that New ‘Testament 
writers give various explanations of our Lord’s 
origin, and death, and of His life thereafter. While 
it would be fallacious to argue that a writer is ig- 
norant of an event, or does not accept an interpreta- 
tion, which he fails to mention, still each was trying 
to present a whole Christ to his readers. He was not 
aware that he was contributing to a collection of 
writings, so that his omissions would be filled in by 
_others. We are, therefore, not justified in terming 
items, which several of them think unnecessary to 
include, ‘fundamentals of New ‘Testament Chris- 
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tianity.. What is essential is found in them ; |.” 
(The Portraits of Jesus Christ in the New Te.-ta- 
ment, Pages 5-6). 


Presbyterianism 


“| early learned by heart the Shorter Catech sm 
of the Westminster Divines, which is an excellent 
mental discipline in its logical reasoning and _ rhy th- 
mical English. Many of its formulations are o!so- 
lete, and | am not passing it on to another genera- 
tion, but its purpose, to supply Christians with deti- 


nite convictions and to make them think for them: 


celves, is part of an inheritance worth striving to 
maintain . 


“T remain a Presbyterian, not because I belicve 
the Presbyterian Church is better than any other, 
but because | owe to it whatever religious inspira- 
tion | possess and because | believe that in it for the 
present 1, with my ance-try, training and tempera- 
ment, can most usefully serve the kingdom ot 


God... 


“Ministers and other office-bearers are required 
to accept the Scriptures as the supreme standard of 
faith and life and the Westminster Confession as 
containing the system set forth in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Such subscription was not originally intended 
by the Westminster Divines, and | hope to see the 
day when it will no longer be required . . 


“Tl am a Presbyterian in spite of certain tenden- 
cies which crop out in the Church from time to 
time. One is the notion that the Presbyterian 
Church is a denomination and not an attempt to 
embody the Catholic Church of Christ, and a de- 
nomination which is held together by agreement in 
theological opinions ... A second is the strict inter- 
pretation of the vow required of ministers and other 
office-bearers, in which they accept the Bible as the 
Word of God, ‘the only infallible rule of faith and 


practice, and receive the Westminster Confession 


of Faith ‘as containing the system of doctrine taught 
in the Holy Scriptures’ 
only temporarily. 
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meriories and associations, but it seems to me to be- 
long to the past rather than to the present ... ( Why 
| ain a Presbyterian, The Forum). 


The Atonement 


“The revolt from various theories of the atone- 
ment has been due to their unchristian views of 
God. A father who had to be reconciled to His chil- 
dren, whose wrath had to be appeased or whose for- 
giveness could be purchased, is not the father of 
Jesus Christ ... the God in whom He believed and 
whose character He revealed in His teaching and 
whose nature was embodied in Himself .:. Such a 
God freely forgives. Certain widely used hymns 
still perpetuate the theory that God pardons sinners 
because Christ purchased that pardon by His obedi- 
ence and suffering. But a forgiveness that is paid for 
is not forgiveness. The God of the prophets and 
psalmists, the God and Father of Jesus’ own teach- 
ing, forgives graciously all who turn to Him in 
penitence .. 


110 and 118). 
Virgin Birth 


“My own country is in the throes of a belated 
theological controversy due to the persistence of an 


obsolete and unprotestant view of Biblical in- 


errancy. Like most controversies, it has focused on 
a single point, the Virgin Birth of our Lord, which 
Fundamentalists hold to be essential to a faith in 
His Divinity. Simple expository preaching, show- 
ing what the New Testament teaches and where its 
emphasis lies, seems the corrective to this un- 
scriptural exaggeration It becomes apparent 
that in the New Testament there are four explana- 
tions of the origin of our Lord’s divine power: the 
anointing with the Spirit at the Baptism, the mi- 
raculous birth of the spirit in the womb of the 
Virgin Mary, the spiritual ancestry reaching back 
in one genealogy through David to Abraham and in 
another to Adam, ‘the son of God,’ and the eternal 


.”’ (The Meaning of the Cross, Pages 


existence of the Word with the Father who became 


Hesh of the Man from heaven existing in the form 
of God who emptied Himself to assume a servant's 
form and be made in the likeness of fleshly men. 
One cannot argue too much from silence, but one 
may point out that no New Testament writer com- 
bines pre-existence and miraculous birth, which ap- 
parently are, to start with, two different explana- 
tions of our Lord’s uniqueness.”’ (What to Preach, 
Pages 31-32). 


Miracles 


“A fourth difficulty lies in the treatment of the 
miraculous. Most of us believe in a God who sur- 


_ prises us by doing wondrous things, so that we can- 
not contine Him within man’s discoveries of His 


usual ways. But we realize that in Bible days man’s 
outlook upon nature and history was so different 
from ours that we cannot accept their explanations 
as identical with our own. Some preachers discard 
altogether passages in which the miraculous is prom- 
inent on the ground that they do not feel intellectu- 
ally honest in employing them. Others use them, but 
vive the impression of being ill at ease with them. 
Others, again, to the bewilderment of some of their 
hearers, use them as though they were handling a 
matter-of-fact modern history. The pulpit is usually 
not the place to deal with the question of the his- 
toricity of the Biblical narrative. That can be done 
when necessary, more wisely in a less formal meet- 
ing where there can be discussion and the give and 
take of question and answer. In any case, the 
preacher is not urging his hearers to attempt to re- 
produce the miraculous experience in literal form, 
but he is trying to state the spiritual principle, il- 
lustrated by the Biblical account and to induce his 
listeners to live by it... The modern preacher may 
not feel that he knows exactly what lies behind the 
tradition of many of the Biblical miracles, but he 
knows that generations of believers have tested the 
spiritual laws which these narratives illustrate with 


price. 
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incomparable vividness and power. Let him use 
them for that purpose, and make plain in his treat- 
ment of them that this is his dominant aim. The 
historic question of what actually happened and ex- 
actly how it happened will not be raised because it 
is lost in the religious question of finding an all- 
sufficient God for our present necessities, and work- 
ing with Him for their fulfillment in accordance 
with our conceptions of His ways in nature and the 


soul of man.”’ (What to Preach, Pages 38-40). 
The Bible 


“The New Testament contains various doctrinal 
interpretations of the faith—half dozen views of the 
atonement and several explanations of the origin of 
the Person of Christ.” (Why I Am A Presby- 
terian). ‘““The relatively greater freedom with which 
we handle the Bible, not hesitating to distinguish 
sub-Christian from Christian elements, the less from 
the more valuable experiences enshrined in this vol- 
ume, and to discriminate between the religious ex- 
perience and the form in which it is pictured, en- 
able us to use each for what it is worth and to make 
these ancient discoveries of God accessible to mod- 
ern men and women.” (What to Preach, Page 41). 


Certainly anyone after reading the above state- 
ments by Dr. Coffin would agree that they are not 
in harmony with the Westminster Confession of 
Faith and Catechisms. Anyone who will investigate 
the background events which brought about the Au- 


burn Affirmation will be convinced that it was not 


a “constitutional protest’ but an attack upon the 
Word of God by the liberals in the Northern Pres- 
byterian Church. 


“T hereby give and bequeath to the Board 
of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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From A Pennsylvania Pastor: 


I am greatly enjoying*The Journal, and es; :ci- 
ally appreciate the ANGLERS articles. They are ¢ dod 
and helpful. We are having a course on pers: ial 
work in our mid-week service and I am supplem: nt- 
ing it with ANGLERS. 


From A Louisiana Pastor: 


The enclosed contribution is an expression of my 
thanks for the good work you are doing, and the 
benefit I have received from The Journal for many 


years that could not be measured in dollars. May 


this year be the best you have ever had! 


Gevernor White, Of 
Mississippi, Says: 


“I am bitterly opposed to the proposed union of 
our Southern Presbyterian Church with the Nor- 
thern Presbyterian Church. I feel it would be a 
very great mistake if this merger takes place.” 


Hugh L. White, 
Governor of Mississippi and a 
Southern Presbyterian Elder. 


PULPIT 


Satisfaction in Every Stitch since 1912 


SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP 

PERFECT FIT GUARANTEED 

Write for catalog G-10 
BENTLEY & SIMON - 

7 WEST 36 ST « NEW YORK 18, N.Y. 


schools, large 


Attractive, up-to-date, 
to pupils and teachers alike. 
of successful Sunday schools 


by thousan 


Send name, address, name of 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 20 East Central Pkwy, Cincinnati 10. Ohio 


PAGE 8 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


FEE 


col 
An 
rea 
ing 
is 
eve 
W 
by 
son 
rep 
me 
res 
app 
bea 
| 
De: 
i Us gOs 
{ cor 
| 
| TT An 
me 
Y | 
AY SCHOOL ad 
= LITERATURE a 
| also 
4 
| 
a 


of 


ANGLERS 
The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Le:son Number 45 
The Pulling Power Of The Word 


(By 


The Journal’s 
countries, besides the 48 States of the Union. 
Anglers has received responses from a number of 
readers in foreign lands, and now here comes an 
“experience” from India. It demonstrates the pull- 
ing power of the Word. When you plant the Seed 
which “is the Word of God” (Luke 8:11), there 
is no way to estimate how much good it will do— 
even when deposited in the most unpromising soil. 
We have all heard accounts of the finding of a 
fragment of a page torn from the Bible, tossed about 
by the wind, resulting in the conversion of the per- 
son who found it. Numbers of such cases have been 
reported. God’s Word, whether read or spoken or 
memorized, produces results—sometimes amazing 


results. Particularly when the “seed” is sown in the 


mind of a child, though buried there for a time and 
apparently forgotten, it will spring up later and 
bear surprising fruit. ‘his is demonstrated in the 
letter which follows, written by a native in Kun- 
namkulam, South India, in his own peculiar style. 


Dear Anglers: 


One striking incident I wish to report in my 
gospel work. I used to conduct gospel meetings in a 
corner of my town to the depressed (probably 
“underprivileged” ——Ed.) class twice in a week. 
Among them was a young lad of 13 years old. He 


was very mischievous and used to moke at me every 


now and then. One day when I went to the place 
to conduct the meetings, an old woman there told 
me that the above said lad gave some blows to a 
poor old missionary who went there to speak about 
Christ. Then I called the lad and gave him a sound 
advice. Even then the rebellious spirit of the lad did 
not cool down. Days gone by. One day when I was 
walking in a town I saw this lad giving his testi- 
mony. I was surprised and praised God. After the 
meeting when [| asked about his conversion he told 
me that he became a drunkard but one day in his 
dejection, the verses which | had taught him in his 
vounger days gave effect in his after life and got 
peace in the blood of Jesus. From that day forward 
! learned that God works through our feeble works 
also. 


Signed: David C. I. 


(Supposedly his adopted 
Christian name. —Ed.) 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 14 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


This Be The Christ?” 


Background Scripture: John 7-8. Devo- 
tional Reading: Colossians 1:15-23. 


‘We might call these two chapters: ““The Battle With Unbelief.’’ This battle has been raging ever since 
Satan so cunningly suggested doubt to our first parents in the Garden of Eden, when he said: “Yea, hath 
God said?” (Genesis 3:1). This question might have implied doubt as to the Reality of Revelation, the 
Truthfulness of Revelation, and the Goodness of God. The world is divided into two classes; those who 


doubt, and those who trust; those who Believe, and those who will not believe. Let us remember to keep in. 


mind the purpose of John’s Gospel as stated in John 
20:31: These are written that ye might believe. The 
special truth that we are to believe is that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God. In other words, our 
faith is to lay firm hold upon the fact of the full 
deity of our Lord Jesus Christ. There is nothing 
more fundamental to the Christian religion. This is 
what makes it Christian. : 


In our Devotional Reading (Colossians | :15-23), 
there are three facts clearly stated: (1) The Deity 
of our Lord, in Verses 15-17; (2) That He is the 
Head of the Body, the Church, Verses 18-19; and 
(3) That it is the Blood of the Cross that makes 
peace between God and man, Verses 20-21. These 
are solid foundation stones upon which our faith 1s 
to rest. There is a great deal of hazy thinking and 
writing along these lines. Just recently I subscribed 
to a religious magazine without thoroughly investi- 
gating what it stood for, and I am disappointed with 
it, for it compromises on all these vital matters. The 
object of the paper seems to be to unite all sorts of 
religious organizations without regard to whether 
they believe in the full deity of Christ, or His 
Atonement, or His Lordship over the Church. 
There are many today who desire an Inclusive 
Church which would minimize the importance of 
these distinctive doctrines of the Christian Church. 
In our lesson we are studying about this Battle 
with Unbelief, and it is clear that our Master in- 
sisted upon a full belief in Him as the Son of God 
and Saviour of men. 


l. Unbelief In His Own 
Family: 7 :1-9. 


In Verse 5 we find this statement: “For neither did 
His brethren believe in Him.” His brethren want- 
ed Him to make some spectacular show before the 
world; to openly display some of the marvellous 
powers He had often used in secret; they wanted 
Him to show Himself to the world. Jesus answered 
by telling them that His time was not yet fully 
come. He had to finish the work which His Father 
had given Him to do, and part of that work—the 
most important part—was the sacrifice of Himself 
on the cross. He knew what was before Him, but 
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He had to do some other work first; He had to 
train a band of disciples to carry on His work after 
He was gone back to the Father. 


We wonder sometimes about this unbelief among 
His brethren. I wish to quote some sentences from 
Bishop Ryle which throw light upon this seemingly 
strange attitude. ““That great Scriptural doctrine, 
man’s need of preventing and converting grace, 
stands out here, as if written with a sunbeam. It 
becomes all who question this doctrine to look at 
this passage and consider. Let them observe that 
seeing Christ’s miracles, hearing Christ’s teaching, 
living in Christ’s own company, were not enough to 
make men believers. The mere possession of spir- 
itual privileges never yet made one a Christian. All 
is useless without the effectual and applying work 
of God the Holy Ghost. No wonder that our Lord 
said in another place, No man can come to me, ex- 
cept the Father which hath sent me draw him.” 
(John 6:44). 


Another verse deserves special notice. Why does 
the world hate Christ? In Verse 7 Jesus says: ‘The 
world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because | 
testify of it, that the works thereof are evil.” Again, 
let me quote from the Prince of Expositors: “It was 
not even His claim to be received the Messiah 
which men disliked so much, as His witness against 
the wickedness of their lives. In short, they could 
have tolerated His opinions, if He would only have 
spared their sins ... The real cause of many peo- 
ple’s dislike to the Gospel is the holiness of living 


which it demands. Teach abstract doctrines only, | 


and few will find any fault. Denounce the fashion- 
able sins of the day, and call on men to repent and 
walk consistently with God, and thousands at once 
will be offended.” 


_ I heard of a Church that recently invited a min- 
ister to preach with a view to a call. They did not 
call him, and when one of the committee was asked 


the reason, he replied about as follows: We liked | 
his personality, his pulpit manner, etc., but he called | 


us sinners, and we did not want a man who talked | 


to us that way. 
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All you need to know about 


7 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

— 

2 

= 

The most complete book wow 
on how to organize, 

publicize and operate 

Fr: a Vacation Bible School. 

= Search the libraries, prowl 

= through the book stores, rum- rey 
z mage into every nook and 

= corner—and we challenge you ae 
= to find anywhere a more valu- MATERIALS 
= able book on Vacation Bible 

School than this . . . It’s 
crammed with all the informa- 

= tion you need to know about 
= Vacation Bible School . . . 
5 solid, down to earth how-to- cua. 

x do-it information on running = 

= a Vacation Bible School — —<§<=—$}T— 

= from the opening publicity 

= gun to the closing demonstra- 

a tion m. 1954 DVBS 

= for teachers and 

= directors 

= Here are the contents 

Pi of this amazing book 

ae on VBS—beautifully illustrated 

2 Section | Section Hl 

Pe portan Recommended calendar of 

= "total pr events in preparation for VBS. ALL BIBLE V. VROATION 
i= Values of VBS minist Handy check list for SCHOOL materials: 

= How to finance your selecting curriculum Nursery through Adult 

= Abridged directory o Planning publicity and Worship service suggestions 
= successful Bible sdhaele promotion Salute to flag and Bible 

= Dedication service for workers How to adapt materials to 

Visitation program teaching situation 

Selecting your VBS staff Preparing handwork 

= Organizational chart of eacher’s chart of pupil’s 

= personnel c istics Section IV 

= Comprehensive demonstration 
— * program with which to 

Zz climax your V 

a Following up VBS for 

= Sunday School 

= Tips on discipline 

= 
= 099 

= Yes, I t the fi f the 1954 DVBS 
for Tenchers and Directors, “Corte 
= Handy preview of the com- Wonders.” Please send immediately. 

= lete 1954 Scripture Press Enclosed please find $3.25 for which send me 
= VBS C Course. Introductory Packet of 1954 
Di Contains Teachers’ Manuals 

and Pupils’ books NAME 

= each of five dep . In 
addition, Nursery and Be- ADDRESS 

2 n rs. 

(Cash $3. 50) Scripture Press, 434 So. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5, Ill. 
= Order From Your Local Dealer or 

2 SCRIPTURE PRESS, 434 South Wabash, Chicago 5, Illinois 
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Il. Unbelief Among The 
People: 7:10 - 8:30. 


In this long section of Scripture we see the con- 
flict between unbelief and faith; the struggle in the 
minds and hearts of the people; the diversity of 
opinions; the questions asked; and the answers of 
Jesus. It is impossible in the space I have to do more 
than mention some of these questions and answers, 
and some of the statements of Jesus. 


Verse 17: “If any man will do His will, he shall 
knéw of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself.’’ Here Jesus states a very 
important principle to remember when we study our 
Bible. It is only those who are willing to do what 
the Bible says to do, who will really and fully under- 
stand its marvellous teachings. Many people com- 
plain that the Bible is so full of mysteries that they 
cannot believe it or understand its message. The 
real reason for their skepticism is that they are not 
willing to follow its teachings. The man who comes 
to God’s Word with a desire to obey its commands 
and exhortations, will not have this difficulty; he 
will know. Mark Twain said once that it was not 
what he could not understand that bothered him, 
but the part he could understand. 


Verse 31: ‘““And many of the people believed on 
him.” His miracles, or signs, had taken effect in the 
hearts and minds of many of those who saw them. 
They very naturally asked the question: When 
Christ cometh, will He do more miracles than these 
which this man hath done? His works had tremen- 
dous evidential value to those who had open eyes 
and minds. 


In Verses 40-44 we have the variety of opinions 
held by the people. Some said, Of # truth this is 
that prophet; others said, This is the Christ; then 
came the question, Hath not the Scripture said, 
That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out 
of the town of Bethlehem? (They could have easily 
solved this problem if they had investigated thor- 
oughly, but like so many times since that time, they 
stumbled over a seeming contradiction, which would 
have disappeared if the whole story had been read, 
or told. Christ, as we know, was born in Bethlehem, 
and He was brought up in Nazareth of Galilee. 
Ingersoll used to ridicule what he called, “the mis- 
takes of Moses.’ We see that it was not “the mis- 
takes of Moses,” but the mistakes of Ingersoll, that 
deserve our scorn). 


The Pharisees and chief priests had sent officers 
to take Him (Verse 32), and when they returned 
without Him, were asked the question, Why have 
ye not brought Him? The officers answered, Never 
man spake like this man. We see that His marvel- 
lous Words, or Teaching, astonished and convinced 
some of the people. Then the Pharisees said, Have 
any of the rulers or the Pharisees believed on him? 
This gives Nicodemus the chance to offer a mild 
protest. What a fine opportunity he missed! Suppose 
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he had come out with a clear and ringing statem nt 
of faith in Christ! But the timid follower mis ed 
his opportunity. | 


In Verse 12 of Chapter 8 we have Jesus mak ng 
one of those tremendous claims to deity. It wo: ld 
be sheer nonsense or brazen blasphemy for a m re 
man to say what Jesus said here and in the ot’ er 
‘Tt AMS” of the gospel of John. “I am the light of 
the world; he that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life.” To reid 
and ponder these words will convince any fa r- 
minded man that Jesus Christ is what He claims to 
be, the Son of God. All agree that Jesus was a good 
man. A good man, however, would never make such 
an assertion, for he would be guilty of lies or blas- 
phemy. We cannot imagine the two best men in tlie 
Bible—Moses and Paul—saying: “I am the light of 
the world.” One of them said:.“‘I am the chief of 
sinners.’ Jesus said: Which of you convinces me of 


sin? (8:46). 


Take another verse: “I do always those things 
that please Him.” (Verse 29). They knew that this 
was true. They knew that He went about doing 
good; that He healed the sick; ministered to those 
in need; lived a spotless life. It is not strange that 


right after this statement we read: “As He spake 


these words, many believed on Him.”’ 


He had to speak another word, however, which 
again raised questions in their minds. “Ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 
They needed more than to be convinced in mind; 
they needed to be set free from the bondage of sin. 
This whole section (31-53) is saturated with deep 
spiritual truth. In Verse 44 Jesus plainly tells these 
unbelieving and obstinate Jews: “Ye are of your 
father, the devil.’”’ There is much talk these days of 
“The Fatherhood of God, and the Brotherhood of 
Man,” but unregenerate men and women are not 
the children of God, except in the sense that He 
Created all mankind. These are sad words in Verse 
45: “And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me 
not.” Men in our day will often believe a lie quicker 
than they will believe the truth. This is the explana- 
tion of the big following which the various false re- 
ligions have. Satan, the father of lies, has many fol- 
lowers in this queer world of ours. To believe “the 
lie” is one of the signs of our times. : 


“If a man keep my saying, he shall never see 
death.” This immediately raised the anger of the 
Jews. “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my 
day; and he saw it and was glad”; “Before Abra- 
ham was, 1 AM.” Here is perhaps the most amazing 
and far-reaching statement of Jesus. Turn back to 
Exodus 3:14 for the full significance of this claim. 
He is taking to Himself the name of God, of Je- 
hovah, the Living God. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YC UTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 14 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Life The Church 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn—“The Morning Light Is Breaking.” 
Prayer. 

Hymn—‘Lord Of All Being.” 

Scripture: Hebrews 11 :32-40. 

Offering. 

Hymn—*“Jesus Shall Reign Where’er The Sun.” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

With this service we are beginning a unit of four 
programs on foreign missions. Our whole Church 
is observing a World Mission emphasis at this sea- 
son. Let us determine to give some earnest thought 
to the mission work of the Church during these 
weeks. Our interest in missions will be increased if 
we will inform ourselves about what is going on in 
this great enterprise. Our youth programs will 
supply some information, but if we would really 
increase our knowledge of foreign missions, we will 
have to do some extra reading. This is a fine time 
for doing some mission reading because the Church 
makes an abundance of material available at this 
season of the year. (If you do not already know 
where mission literature may be obtained, ask your 
adult advisor or minister so that you can tell the 
young people exactly where and how to obtain some 
mission books). 


Another thing we can do during these weeks is 
to be especially faithful in our prayers for the mis- 
sionaries and their people and their work. It is g 
to pray for missions in general. It is even better to 
pray specifically—for definite projects and _ indi- 
vidual missionaries. (Be sure to remember any mis- 
sionaries who have gone out from your own Church 
or Presbytery, or any who may be supported by your 
Church. Mention their names at this point in the 
program and urge the young people to pray. for 
them). 

The verses from Hebrews, read as our Scripture 
tonight, are descriptive of a phase of the life of the 
Old Testament Church. These verses (read Verses 
36 and 37 again), also give an accurate description 
of life in the early days of the New Testament 
Church. This does not sound very much like the 
life of the Church as we know it. When we think 
of the life of the Church we have memories of 
peace and quiet, reverence and respectability, soft 
lights and soul-stirring music, joy and inspiration. 
It may come as a surprise to some of us that the 
life of the Church in parts of the world is, even 
today, more like this description in the Book of 
Hebrews than it is like the life of the Church as we 
know it. 
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Our appreciation of the mission enterprise will 
be enhanced if we can catch a glimpse of the life of 
the Church on the mission field. Our speakers will 
try to help us see that vision. 


First SPEAKER: 


It is difficult for us to understand or imagine 
some of the practical difficulties that the Church is 
called on to face in many of the mission fields. Many 
of the aids to Christian growth and worship which 
we take for granted are almost unheard-of in some 
of the mission lands. It will be inspiring to us to 
see the vital spirituality of those people who must 
live the Christian life without so many of the things 
which we consider necessary. 


We seem to think that comfort is essential to 
worship and study, and surely there is nothing basic- 
ally wrong with worshipping God in the midst of 
beautiful and comfortable surroundings when they 
may be had. Many Christians in other lands wor- 
ship the Lord in cold, ugly, crowded buildings— - 
and oftentimes in the open air. In America most of 
the people live in walking distance of the Church, 
but few will attend unless they can ride. On the 
mission fields it is not uncommon for the people to 
walk great distances to their place of worship and 
study. You can begin to see how the life of their 
Church differs from ours. 


Sometimes people who are engaged in Christian 
work become swamped by the great amount of 
church literature that comes to them. It seems that 
there is more than need be. The opposite of this is 
true in the mission lands. The difficulties of print- 
ing and translations, and the poverty of the people 
make every piece of Christian literature very dear 
to the missionaries and their people. 


Almost any young person in America who wants 
to learn of Christ may do so. Churches and Sunday 
Schools abound in most of the communities we 
know. In our homes, our schools, our Sunday 
Schools, and our Churches, there are countless peo- 
ple who are well qualified to teach others about 


_ Christ and His will for the life and salvation of 


those who will come to Him. We have no lack of 
these things, but in missionary lands Christian 
Churches, schools and teachers are few and scat- 
tered. 


There are many other practical ways in which 
the life of the Missionary Church is different from 
the life of the Church as we know it. Do you sup- 
pose we would be as earnestly Christian as those 
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members of the Missionary Church are, if we had 
to face the same practical difficulties ? 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


There are some places in our nation where peo- 
ple are very poor and their facilities for worship 
and study are limited and inadequate, but there are 
no places in this land where people are openly per- 
secuted because they worship Christ and study the 
Bible. This is the point where the life of the 
Church in mission lands differs most markedly from 
the’ life of the Church here. To receive Christ as 
Saviour and unite with the Church is the accepted, 
respected thing to do in our country, but to do that 
in many of the mission lands is to become an outcast. 


In many foreign lands the false religions are 
bound together with the government, and to for- 
sake the national religion is to become a traitor. In 
some places being’ a Christian means becoming an 
object of scorn, and in other places it leads to phy- 
sical danger and even death. Persecution is a very 
real and present problem to many of the members 
of the Mission Church. Some, we are told, are not 
able to stand in the face of persecution and turn 
their backs on the Church. How many American 
Christians would remain faithful to Christ if they 
were subjected to similar sufferings? 


Christ said that we should be willing to leave 
fathers and mothers for His sake. Hardly anyone 
we know has been called on to do this, but many 
Christians in missionary lands have been disowned 
and driven out by their families because they fol- 
lowed Christ. How great must be their love for the 
Lord! How great is ours? 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


We have seen just a glimpse of the life of the 
Church in other places. During these weeks of mis- 
sion emphasis, try to put yourself in the place of 
these other Christians and see if you can measure up 
spiritually as well as they do. The reason for their 
faithfulness is their faith in Christ and their appre- 
ciation for what He has done for them. Let us seek 
to renew our faith and our gratitude. 


Women’s Work 


W orld Missions 


“It was a Jew who brought the gospel to Rome; 
a Roman who took it to France; a Frenchman who 
took it to Scandinavia; a Scandinavian who took it 
to Scotland; a Scotchman who evangelized Ireland; 
and an Irishman who made the missionary conquest 
of Scotland. No matter. where one’s ancestors lived 
they received the Gospel at the hand of an alien 
race. And yet there are some who say they do not 
believe in missions.”’ —The Church Bell. 
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ANNOUNCING 


A WORKSHOP ON 
PASTORAL COUNSELING 


July 20 - 30, 1954 
with 


SEWARD HILTNER 
Ph.D., D.D. 
Associate Professo) 
of Pastoral Theolog,, 
University of Chicago. 
AUTHOR OF 


Pastoral Counseling 


The Counselor In 
Counseling 


AND 


Sex Ethics And The 
Kinsey Report 


Featuring— 


® Lectures 
® Small Discussion Group 
® Time for Private Study 
® Services of An Outstanding 
Theological Library 


For Ordained Ministers Of Any 


Denomination 


For information write Dr. John Newton Thomas 
Union Theological Seminary 
Richmond 27, Virginia 


With The Hope That Georgia 
Women Will Design 1954 By 


Presbyterian Program Pattern 


Suppose you-had received as a gift at Christmas- 
time an unusual piece of material from which to 
make a frock. What would you do first? Woman- 
like, wouldn’t you dream of the finished product 
and visualize yourself in it? Naturally! Then you 
would seek a pattern which best pictured your 
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PEOPLE, 


40,000,000 people! ‘That is approximately the number of people in the sixteen Southern 
States where our Church ministers in this country. Here we have a lot of other denominations 
to help us in our task, and our Church alone has approximately 2,800 ministers and their wives, 
about 500 Directors of Christian Education, any number of Bible teachers, church secretaries, 
musicians and so on to do the job. We also have an abundance of very nice church buildings 
and the fine plants of our Church colleges. And we are working against the background of a 
Christian heritage totally unknown in most of the world. | 


In Africa, Brazil, Ecuador, China-Formosa, Japan, Korea, Mexico and Portugal the Presby- 


terian Church U. S. with the workers whom we have won in these lands is responsible for. 


ministering to 40,000,000 people. And do you know how many missionaries we have to do this 
job? In case you haven’t heard, the number has now reached a ‘high’ point of 425. It would 


March 7 as a time to call o 


appear that we have handed our missionaries a pretty big assignment! 


( Do we realize that those 40,000,000 people are-really our responsibility as well as that of our 
missionaries? Do we really care? The General Assembly has set aside the week of February 28- 
' Repeal to Prayer and Self-Denial so that more of these 40,000,000 
' people may hear. Out of our abundance what will we give? 


BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS e BOX 330 e NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 


dream dress, 2nd from which you could use your 
precious material to the best advantage. 

Well, you did receive a similar gift the first of 
the vear. “Twelve measures of time, never before 
seen by any woman. What to do first? Meditate 
upon the complete picture of the New Year, and 
visualize how you, as a Presbyterian woman, will 
look in it. Then choose a pattern by which you can 
yet the most out of those precious months. 


The pattern is all ready for you. The Board of 
Women’s Work has designed it in the 1954 issue of 
The Presbyterian Woman's Workbook. You need 
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not go scurrying about any longer seeking methods 
by which you can co-ordinate your work and study 
in the Church. It is all planned for you. 

Beginning with the Goal (picture of the finished 
product), followed by the Object (directions for 
u-ing pattern), vou have everything you need in one 
compact booklet, attractive in its maroon cover. 
Why, a beginner can easily find her way by using it! 

‘The Plan of our wonderful organization is out- 
lined for you, as well as a suggested budget. There 
is a place to list your executive board members. 
There is a calendar of Special Days. 
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Now the actual “sewing of the seams.” 
terian women are greatly blessed in that splendid 
program material is prepared for us. This year we 
are to study ““The World Church,” and though the 
actual material for the programs will be mailed to 
you monthly, there are listed for you the program 
topics, suggestions, elective studies, a discussion of 
the 1954 Emphasis and a Reading List to better 
prepare you for an intelligent study. Don’t be old- 
fashioned ; let’s get the world view of the Church. 


And Let’s Talk About It at the Circle Meeting. 
You will find twelve excellent topics to guide circle 
talk, as well as suggested Service Projects for prac- 
ticing what we preach. 


The finishing of any creation is all-important. 
The study of God’s Word is of utmost importance 
to each church woman. Your Workbook contains 
excellent full, comprehensive helps, both for the 
circle study in Acts and the special studies in Ephe- 
sians—along with the most beautiful two-page 
spread map of The Journeys of Paul which we, the 
Women of the Church, are the first to reproduce. 


If December, 1954, is going to find you a World 
Christian, you must study and pray. The Interna- 
tional Sunday School Lessons will help you in that 


study—keep up with the. lesson topics outlined in 
your Workbook. 


The well-informed Presbyterian Woman is going 
to “wear” literally, the 1954 Workbook, an excel- 
lent design created especially for her by those who 
spent hours of their consecrated time to aid her in 
conserving hers as she seeks to grow spiritually and 
to show herself “approved unto God, a Workman 
who needeth not to be ashamed.”’ 


Julia C. (Mrs. A. M.) Bowen, 
President, Women of the Church, 
Synod of Georgia. 


Church News 


Assembly Men’s Council 


The Annual Meeting of the Assembly Men’s 
Council will be held in the Winter Garden of 
Hotel Richmond, Richmond, Va., February 26- 
27-28. 


The general theme will be, “How To Study The 
Bible,” conducted by Joseph M. Gettys, interspersed 
with lectures, studies and discussions on administra- 
tion and other practical activities of the organiza- 
tion. 


The meeting will be called to order on Friday, 
February 26, at 2:30 P.M., by President Royall R. 


Brown. 


PAGE 16 


Presby- 


Newly Accredited Colleges 


The Division of Higher Education of the Bo rd 
of Christian Education of Richmond, Va., _n- 
nounces that two colleges have received the aw: rd 
of $5,000.00 from the Challenge Fund for obta n- 
ing regional accreditation. At the recent meeting of 
the Southern Association of Colleges in Memp)! is, 
Tenn., Stillman College at Tuscaloosa, Ala., vas 
accredited as a four-year college, and Lees-McR ie 
Junior College in the Synod of Appalachia was : c- 
credited as a two-year junior college. Since te 
offer of the Challenge Fund was originally made »y 
the Committee of Christian Education and Minis- 
terial Relief in 1947, nine of our twenty-four col- 
leges have obtained regional accreditation. We now 
have only two senior colleges and one junior college 
unaccredited by the regional associations. This is 
one indication of the progress which has been made 
in the whole area of higher education. The Chal- 
lenge Fund for Higher Education has done much to 
further the development of higher education in our 
denomination and has proven one of the wisest in- 
vestments in higher education in our denomination. 


Hunter B. Blakely, Secretary of Higher Educa- 
tion of the Board of Christian Education, will de- 
liver a series of lectures on Education at the 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary of the United Presby- 
terian Church of Pittsburgh, Pa., the week of Feb- 
ruary 2-5. 


A Pullman Sunday School 


(If “Mark Hopkins and one student sitting on 
a log constitute a university,’ we may reasonably 
designate a college president and a Sunday School 
boy who did not want to break his attendance re- 
cord, sitting in a Pullman, skimming along at 70 
miles an hour, as a Sunday School. The following 
item tells the story. —Ed. ) 


ATLANTA, Ga.—Young Bobby Rogers is happy 
over his trip to New York City now. He just re- 
ceived official word from his Woodlawn Presby- 
terian Sunday School superintendent that his trip 


didn’t cost him his perfect attendance record—now | 


going on four years. 


Bobby, no ordinary nine-year-old, wept bitter 
tears last week when he had to make the trip over 
a Sunday, with his Pullman conductor father, H. A. 
Rogers. He would be riding on Sunday, with no 
chance to keep his perfect attendance string grow- 
ing. 

During the morning Poppa Rogers noticed that 
a ticket he accepted had “clergy’”’ stamped on the 
back. He asked the minister if he would hold a one- 
boy Sunday School class as the train clicked along 
toward New York. That did it. That and the note 
written on the back of Bobby’s Sunday School at- 
tendance certificate : 
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'. write this to certify that I have taught Bobby 
Ro, ers his Sunday School lesson. He is a fine boy 
anc he has been an inspiration to me.” 

Signed: John R. Cunningham. 


|r. Cunningham is only the President of David- 
son College, largest of Presbyterian Church (U. S.) 


colieges. 


General Dean’s Dilemma 


“| saw communism working, and it was a fright- 
ening thing,” Major General William F. Dean, 
heroic prisoner-of-war, declared recently. 


Writing in the January 23 issue of The Saturday 
Evening Post, the General says that the long im- 
prisonment in Korea permitted him “‘to see the face 
of the enemy close up, have time to study his weak- 
nesses and his remarkable strength, not on the 
battlefield, but with men and women back of it.” 


Dean’s story, ““My Three Years As A Dead 
Man,” also reveals the inner conflict which envel- 
oped him when decisions had to be made which in- 
volved great risk of life. 


‘Any infantry officer at times must be ruthless,” 
Dean comments. “Part of the job is to send men 
into places from which you know they are not likely 


to come out.” 


“This is never easy, but it’s an especially soul- 
searing business when you're fighting delaying ac- 
tions, and the only thing you can buy with men’s 
lives is a little more time.”’ 


His comment is in connection with his recollec- 
tions of the last days around Taejon, where Red 
tanks came into the city at a time when U. N. forces 
had nothing with which to fight them and Dean was 
obliged to order a delaying strategy in the forlorn 
hope that help would arrive. 


Davidson Scholarshi ps 


Applications for Union Carbide Scholarships at 
Davidson College will be accepted only through 
February 1, Dr. Samuel R. Spencer, Assistant to 
the President, revealed recently. 


Dr. Spencer said that the closing date for the 
scholarships would include all applications post- 
marked no later than midnight, February 1. 


The scholarships, established last year by the 
Union Carbide & Carbon Company, are based on 
both need and merit and awarded to two outstand- 
ing secondary school seniors every year. 


Awarded for the full four-year course of study, 
the scholarships pay all costs for tuition, books and 
fees. 


FEBRUARY 3. 1954 


The Union Carbide Educational Fund set up the 
scholarships at 16 colleges throughout the country 
last year with a three-fold purpose: To assist de- 
serving students obtain a college education, to as- 
sure larger numbers of people for future executive 
and administrative careers and to encourage and 
give limited financial aid to colleges and technical 
institutions of “traditionally high standing.” 


Davidson was one of two colleges in the South 
selected by the organization to offer the scholarships. 


Secondary school seniors are eligible to apply for 
one of the scholarships provided that they intend to 
enter business or industry on graduation from col- 
lege, have a good scholastic standing, personal repu- 
tation and recommendation from school principal 
and there is a definite need of financial assistance. 


Interested high school and preparatory school se- 
niors should write Dr. Samuel R. Spencer, David- 
son College, Davidson, N. C., for complete infor- 
mation and application blanks. 


He Who a The Ground 
By J. Will. Ormond 


HERMAN HORN 


Back in May, 1953, the people of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., began to rally to the challenge 
of raising two million dollars for Negro Work in 
the South. One million dollars of that money was 
to be used to establish Negro Churches in strategic 
areas, The other million was to go to Stillman Col- 
lege at Tuscaloosa, Ala., the Church’s only college 
tor Negroes. It was to be used for endowment and 
for greatly needed new buildings. 


Within a few weeks the two million dollars had 
been more than pledged. The money has been com- 
ing in steadily, and it is already at work. 3 


In Tuscaloosa, on January 4+, without fanfare or 
formality work began on the first new building at 
Stillman—a dormitory. Although there was no 
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Dedicated to the Highest Ideals of 
Christian Scholarship 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 


planned ground-breaking ceremony, the first shovel- 
ful of dirt was turned by one appropriately fitted 
for that task. He turned that first shovel of dirt, 
not because of any official position which he holds— 
for he has no titles nor degrees. He did it simply 
because it is his job to dig foundations for new 
buildings. Before the building is completed he will 
turn many shovels of dirt; he will push wheel- 
barrows for miles; he will carry many weary loads 
of brick. He is a common laborer hired by the man 
who has the contract to construct the building. 


The name of the man who broke the ground for 
the new Stillman is Herman Horn. There are good 
reasons why it is appropriate that he should have 
performed the task. Herman Horn is a member of 
the Negro race. He has little formal education. He 
never had the advantages which Stillman College 
offers to the rising generation of young Negroes in 
the South. 


Herman Horn has “broken ground”’ before in the 
Negro Work Campaign—and he did it as naturally 
and as unassumingly as he turned the first shovel of 
dirt for the new dormitory. For back in May, Her- 
man Horn made the first contribution that was 
made through the Covenant Church of Tuscaloosa 
to the Campaign. Voluntarily he turned in a pledge 
card of $100.00 to be paid at the rate of $1.25 per 
week. He made his contribution through Covenant 
Church—an all-white congregation—because his 
employer is a member of that Church. Herman 
Horn himself helped build the Covenant Building, 
and he has often been hired by the congregation to 
wash dishes or do other menial tasks. The people of 
Covenant were touched and inspired by Herman 
Horn’s contribution, and they oversubscribed their 
quota of $585.00 for the Campaign by pledging 
over $3,600.00. 


Very few who have contributed money to the 
Negro Work Campaign will have the same oppor- 
tunity 4s has Herman Horn to help make that for 
which they contributed a reality. As Herman Horn 
labors daily to help a new Stillman raise its walls, 
surely there will be in his heart a deep sense of satis- 
taction. To this undertaking he has pledged part of 
his material goods—but to it as well he can give 
the labor of his hands. Part of himself will go into 
making of this college a better instrument for the 
service of his people and of the God of all races. 


Happy is the man who in the performance of his 
daily task, however humble, can have a sense of 
serving God. Happy is the man who considers that 
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his obligation is not complete when he has give. of 
his means to make the world a better place, but » “ho 
follows his gifts with his labors. Surely Her: :an 
Horn is this day a happy man. 


BOOKS 
“These Issues We Must Face’ 


By W. A. Criswell, D. D. Zondervan Publish- 
ing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.75. 


It is the thesis of this book that Jesus spoke with 
authority when He described the course of this age 
in His parable of the tares. The author maintains 
that not alone in the fields of literature and enter- 
tainment and government are the tares sown. They 
are also sown in the churches and Christian insti- 
tutions and in the hearts of ecclesiastical ministers. 
It is emphasized in this volume that the enemy that 
sows these tares is the devil and he works cease- 
lessly and tirelessly seeking to corrupt every church 
and every minister in every institution we have. 


Dr. Criswell states that the frontal attack made 
upon the Christian faith by the avowed enemies of 
Christ is not as formidable as the subtle attack by 
the supposed friends of Christ. He calls to the at- 
tention of his readers the peril of suave, affable, 
personable, scholarly men who claim to be the 
friends of Christ, He says that they preach in the 
pulpit, teach in the schools, write learned books and 
publish articles in religious magazines, but at the 
same time attack Christianity from within. He 
writes, “He makes the church and the school a 
lodging place for every unclean and hateful bird. 
He leavens the meal with the doctrine of the Sad- 
ducees. He is the liberal, the modernist. | am desper- 
ately afraid of him.”’ , 


The fourteen sermons in this volume are based 
squarely upon the Scriptures and are fearless in 


presentation. Dr. Criswell is to be commended for | 


his straightforwardness in facing the issues of our 
day. 


SERMONS AND OUTLINES ON THE 
LORD’S SUPPER, Baker. $1.75. This book is a 
values handbook for use in the preparation of 
Comfnunion services. In it is found complete ser- 
mons, condensed sermons, select hymns for the Com- 
munion service, quotable poetry, and pertinent il- 
lustrations, 


“Outlined Studies In The New 
Testament - Acts To Ephesians” 


By William G. Moorehead. Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich. Price $3.00. 


Dr. Moorehead wrote this volume to assist Bible 


students to master the great themes of the books of 
the Bible. He gives a short synopsis of each book, 
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set ng forth its principal theme, and then he ex- 


po! ids each major section of the book in paragraphs . 


pac<ed with results of years of Bible teaching. 


“Predestination—An Exposition 
Romans, Chapter 


8y John Weidenaar. Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Michigan. Price $ .59. 


Vhe author holds that the doctrine of predesti- 
nation is not a top-drawer secret which we must 
by all means conceal from the unschooled in the 
Church of God. He says, ““To keep it under lock 
and key would be equivalent to saying with Pilate, 
‘What is truth?’ Predestination deals with the 
truth of God which He saw fit to reveal, not to the 
wise and understanding, but to the babes. Predesti- 
nation is, moreover, one of the most practical teach- 


ings in the Bible as we discover in the message of - 


Romans 9.” This difficult chapter is illuminated 
beautifully in this exposition. It will be rewarding 
reading for all who want to know more about this 
doctrine of the Christian faith. 


FUNERAL SERMONS AND OUTLINES, by 
F. B. Meyer, Charles H. Spurgeon, Albert Barnes, 
Baker $1.75. 


“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ve shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you... If you keep my commandments ye shall 
abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments, and abide in his love.” To walk 
in faith is to abide in Christ. ‘“‘As ye have therefore 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him.” 
To abide in Christ is to walk in the will of God. 
To walk in the will of God is to pray in the will of 


God, and to pray in the will of God is to expect 


and receive an answer to prayer. “Beloved, if our 
heart condemn us not, then have we confidence to- 
ward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receive of 
him, because we keep his commandments, and do 
those things that are pleasing in his sight.” “The 
— fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much. | 


“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you 


.. . Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be full.” 


“Christian Etiquette”’ 


By Lora Lee Parrott. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. 


_ Here is an up-to-date and practical book of rules 
tor Christian living for young and old alike. In- 


cluded are etiquette pointers ranging from a Chris- — 


tian’s table manners to his conduct in the church. 
Above all, these hints and helps are practical and 
useful. The author’s approach is a positive one— 
she does not simply list a series of things a Christian 
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should not do; she presents a helpful, forward-look- 
ing program of things a Christian can and should 
do. This is a book for those Christians who want 
to leave their mark and want to be remembered by 
others, especially the unsaved, as completely Chris- 
tion ladies and gentlemen. 


‘Outline Of Psychology” 


By Wallace L. Emerson, Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, Ill. Price $6.00. 


Dr. Emerson received his Master's degree from 
Stanford University and his Doctor of Philosophy 
degree from the University of Southern California. 
Since graduation he has served in a number of col- 
leges as professor of Education and Psychology. He 
prepared this volume to present the basic phychol- 
ogy with Christian implications. He does not pre- 
tend that the material in this book is a complete 
epitome of needed information for the student of 
phychology. He has written it with the conviction 
that students in Christian colleges need a psychol- 
ogy that offers point of contact with philosophical 
and Biblical fields. 


After an Introductory section which discusses 
various techniques and schools of psychology the 
author then directs his attention to such topics as 
“Body as It Relates to Mind,” “Mind and Its At- 
tributes,’ ‘Mind As It Is Affected by Environ- 
ment,” “Mind As It Interacts with Environment,” 
and “Spirit.” Dr. Emerson emphasizes the fact 
that man is a spiritual being. He writes, “If we 
leave out of account the spiritual factor, it is as 
though we try to describe the human soul and leave 
out any discussion of his body. Psychology does not 
like to deal with the intangible and with that which 
cannot be measured. One psychologist makes this 
pronouncement, “That which exists, exists in some 
amount and if it exists in some amount, can be 
measured.’ Now we wish that this were so but the 
truth is that some of the most important factors of 
human personality cannot be defined ; they are there 
but intangible and until you can define a thing, 
how can you be sure what it is you are measuring?” 
Then the author uses as an example, “What is 
charm?” 


Dr. Emerson entertains a strong belief in the 
value of sound psychology for the Christian life. 
He says that anyone who would understand human 
history and its purpose must understand the psy- 
chology of the individual or the group and of people. 
In other words, the Christian needs psychology for 
the basic understanding of human nature. The prin- 
ciples of psychology set forth by this author have 
as their ultimate aim that we may find our true des- 
tiny in obedience to the will of God and enjoy Him 
forever. This is a fine piece of work and church col- 
leges and Bible Institutes could use this volume to 
render a great service to young people who need to 
understand psychology with Christian implications. 


PAGE 19 


of 
th 
ire 
ns 
‘T- 
ey 
S. 
le 
if 
e, 
1é 
1é 
d 
e 
a 
1. 
a 
d 
n 3 
f 


